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On Friday, July 15, 2022, the Orland Fire 
District dedicated the Robert M. Buhs 
Education & Leadership Development Center 
to retired Chief Bob Buhs for all he has done 
to make Orland Fire the successful district it is 
today. Bob started his full-time career with 
Orland Fire in 1977 and was first appointed 
Fire Chief/Administrator in 1988.  

One of Chief Buhsô earliest visions was to 
build a regional training facility. He was one 
of the first to start Training Officers in 
command functions, knowing the importance 
of a unified command. Chief Buhs was always 
a leader within the State of Illinois with regard 
to training, and his vision for the fire service 
was that every Firefighter had the opportunity 
to learn, practice and implement the best 
practices of the fire service.  

ORLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT DEDICATES THE ROBERT M. BUHS 

EDUCATION & LEADERSHIP CENTER TO RETIRED CHIEF ROBERT M. BUHS 

Chief Buhs retired from Orland Fire in 2003, 
but he continued as a consultant and mentor of 
every Chief who has served since. His 
knowledge and direction is valued and respected 
throughout the fire service.  

A special mural highlighting Chief Buhs was 
revealed, as well as a special plaque that was 
installed to name the building in Chief Buhs' 
honor. In addition, Chief Schofield revealed that 
the Board of Trustees had bestowed Chief Buhs 
with the honor of Fire Chief Emeritus, Orland 
Fire's first. Bob's wife and daughter pinned his 
new Chief Emeritus hardware on his uniform. 
Fire Chief Emeritus is reserved for retired chiefs 
who have had distinguished careers.  
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Michael Schofield  

Fire Chief/Administrator   
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 atmosphere. Our fire crews 

also demonstrated how we 

extract a patient from a serious 

accident. We were very happy 

to show what the Orland Fire 

District can do, and show off 

our state-of-the-art training 

center. 

The Orland Fire District 

continues to monitor the delay 

in Cook County real estate tax 

bills going out. With over 80% 

of our funding coming from 

these taxes, we have made 

adjustments in our budget, 

through cuts and delayed 

purchases, to manage this 

situation.  

The Orland Fire District is 

seeing our busiest call volume 

everðIôm sure you are seeing 

our vehicles on the street more 

and more.  

The Orland Fire District 

continues to train with our 

Police to provide a unified 

response when needed. We 

have held multiple training 

exercises over the summer, 

including active shooter, 

disaster (tornado) event and 

activation of the Emergency 

Operations Center. 

Please enjoy our quarterly 

Eagle on-line newsletter, share 

on your page if you would like 

and let us know what you 

would like to see in our Winter 

edition. 

 

Fire Chief Michael Schofield 

Thank you for viewing our Fall 

edition of the Eagle Newsletter. 

Itôs hard to believe we are in fall 

nowðchildren are back to 

school, vacations are completed 

and Halloween is around the 

corner. In this edition we have 

many fall safety tips.  Our 

members are now in area schools 

doing fire drills as well.   

A couple of weeks ago we had 

our annual Open House at our 

state-of-the-art training facility. 

We welcomed several hundred 

people and had the opportunity 

to show off our skills, which 

included several exhibitions.  

The Fire District had the 

opportunity to showcase our 

specialty teams: our Technical 

Rescue Team (TRT) 

demonstrated a high-angle 

rescue, our Dive Team 

demonstrated how they operate, 

our Haz-Mat Team demonstrated 

how they enter a hazardous  



¢ƘŜ 9ŀƎƭŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ                                                                                        έ 

 

COMMON INQUIRIES 
Below are answers to some of the most common non-emergency questions we receive:  

What are the Rules & Regulations regarding Fire Pits, Open Burning and Recreational 

Fires in the District? 
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EMPLOYEE 

SPOTLIGHT 

Battalion Chief Joseph Moore has been a member of the Orland Fire 
Protection District since August of 1995, and is currently our Operations 
Chief. 

Before joining the fire district, he was a high school mathematics teacher 
and track coach. BC Moore started in the fire service as a paid-on-call 
Firefighter with the Wood Dale and Roselle Fire Departments. Besides a 
Bachelorôs Degree in Teaching, Joe attained a 2nd degree from DePaul 
Universityða Masterôs Degree in Public Service.  

During his time here, he has moved from Firefighter up to Battalion Chief. 
His involvement has included the Hazardous Materials Team, Honor 
Guard and the Illinois Search and Rescue Team, Task Force 1.  

Joe and his wife Kathy live in Elk Grove Village.  They have two 
children, Thomas and Rachel, who have both graduated college and are 
working professionally.  Thomas as a teacher and Rachel as a nurse.  

What is your definition of 

success? 

Being able to reach a goal as a 
team.   

 

What are your hobbies and 

spare time activities? 

¶ Running, biking, frisbee golf 

¶ Evening walks with Kathy  

¶ Time with family and friends  

 

What is the next place on your 
travel bucket list? 

Hawaii 

 

 

Q & A  
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What is working at the Orland Fire 

District like? 

Everyday here is a new opportunity to 

help someone. I have worked with great 
companies that were ready to help serve 
the public.  

What has been your favorite project/

accomplishment  at Orland Fire 
District? 

I have been lucky to be involved with 
many projects. Including receiving grant 
funding for command training, radios and 
breathing equipment. But my favorite 
was working with the Haz Mat team to 
improve the use of Squad 3 for response.  

One thing you could tell your 13 year 

old selfðwhat would it be? 

Keep working, keep learning and always 
try something new. The plans you have 

will change, but having a great 
background will allow you to meet the 
next challenge ahead.   
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EMPLOYEE 

SPOTLIGHT 

Finance Director Kerry Sullivan started working at the Orland Fire 
District in 1997. 

Before joining the fire district, she served as Manager at KPMG and as 
Budget Director at MacNeal Hospital.  She received her Bachelors of 
Business Administration from Saint Maryôs College, Notre Dame, Indiana 
and is a Certified Public Accountant.   

During her tenure at the Orland Fire Protection District, the District has 
earned Certificates of Achievement in Financial Reporting and 
Distinguished Budget Awards from the Government Finance Officers 
Association.   

Kerry grew up in Orland Park having attended St. Michaelôs and 
Providence Catholic High School and resides in Orland Park with her 
sons, Billy and Jack.   

 

Q & A  

What is working at the Orland Fire 

District like? 

The focus is service to our residents 

during the most difficult times in their 

lives.  Everything revolves around 

that.  I am grateful to work with and 

for outstanding people over my 25 

years at the District. 

 

What has been your favorite 
project/accomplishment  at Orland 

Fire District? 

The District refinanced debt and fully 
funded its pension funds. 

 

One thing you could tell your 13 

year old selfðwhat would it be? 

Believe in yourself and worry less. 

 

  
What is your definition of 

success? 

Care, work hard, and build 
relationships. 

 

What are your hobbies and 

spare time activities? 

Spending time with my sons and 

family 

 

Whatôs the next place on your 
travel bucket list? 

My sons and I are going to Ireland 
next year. 
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EMS 

In 2012, the Orland Fire District and the Orland 
Police Department began a joint venture to help 

ensure the safety of the community from 
threats of violence. Workplace and school 
violence was not new in 2012, but was much 

less prevalent than today. There were the 
terrible events at Columbine High School in 
1999 and Virginia Tech in 2007. Most people 

did not believe these type of events would 
happen in their communities. In 2012, several 
horrific events with large loss of life happened 

in an Aurora, Colorado movie theater, Sikh 
Temple in Oak Creek Wisconsin and Sandy 
Hook Elementary in Connecticut. These events 

mark the start of a flood of violence against 
innocent people that continues today. We 
realized that we needed a plan involving our 
emergency response community of Fire/EMS  

FIRE/EMS and POLICE RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 

By Lieutenant Mark DukeðEmergency Medical Services Administrator 

and Police, working together toward a common 
goal of minimizing damage and saving lives. 

The Peaceful Warriors Group from Oak Creek 
Wisconsin was brought in to help educate other 
stakeholders in the community, such as 

neighboring and county law enforcement, mall 
security and school officials, to name a few. 
The plan was created jointly utilizing reports, 

studies and best practice models. In May, 2015, 
we conducted a full-scale exercise at Orland 
Square Mall that helped prove the need for a 

plan, reinforced the necessity of training and 
forged a relationship and commitment between 
Orland Fire and Police. We have continued to 

develop and train together since the plan 
concept 10 years ago. Many of the original 
personnel have retired and moved on but the 
plan is solidly in place for the future and 

whatever lies ahead. 
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SUPPORT SERVICES 

 

ORLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT SUPPORT SERVICES 

By Lieutenant Jim HynesðSupport Service Supervisor 

The Orland Fire Protection District provides the 

very best of service to our community on a daily 

basis. Our Firefighters and Paramedics are highly 

trained professionals who are ready to respond to 

any type of emergency. The Support Service 

Bureau provides behind-the-scenes support to our 

personnel through multiple disciplines that 

function in unison to maintain, and improve the 

OFDPôs exceptional level of emergency services.  

The Support Service Staff are also highly trained 

professionals who work extremely hard to 
maintain, repair, rebuild and improve over 60 
pieces of equipment, 12 facilities, 48,000 feet of 

fire hose, 95 self-contained breathing apparatus  

(SCBA), in addition to extrication equipment 

(jaws of life) and numerous other tools and 

equipment required to manage and mitigate 

emergency situations. 

The next time you pass by an OFPD fire station 

think of how many times those overhead doors 

go up and down each day and how critical the 

maintenance and reliability of those doors is to 

providing prompt emergency response. The 

same can be said for our fire apparatus, the 

wear and tear on these vehicles is extreme, our 

maintenance program and our Technicians are 

critical to providing reliable emergency service 

and safe operation. 
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TRAINING 

As part of the new recruit training, candidates were led through hose evolutions. The instructors taught them 
through lead outs, forcible entry and hose advancement at the training facility.  

Shown are the advancement to the door, checking for entry and the repacking of hose. These evolutions were 
practiced several times to give each candidate the opportunity to be at different parts of the exercise.  

2022 ACADEMY RECRUITS TRAINING 

2022 Probationary Firefighter/Paramedics Jack Zwartz and 
Nick James helped out at our Open House on 9/24/22 with 
our Ask a Firefighter/Paramedic table.  

Jack and Nick are part of our 2022 Training Academy.  In this 
10-week Academy, recruits are taught all aspects of  a career 
of Firefighter/Paramedic with the Orland Fire Protection 
District.  Candidates were then placed on shift with a mentor 
and a company officer for one month, functioning in an 
observational role, which helps their training and growth with 
the District.  They are probationary Firefighter/Paramedics 
for one year, after which time they are administered their 
Oath of Office and sworn in as an OFPD Firefighter/
Paramedic. 

2022 ACADEMY/ PROBATIONARY FIREFIGHTER/

PARAMEDICS HELP OUT AT OPEN HOUSE 
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OFPD TOWER LADDER COMPANY 1 RESPONDS TO A  

STILL & BOX ALARM IN CALUMET PARK  

On July 30, 2022, the Orland Fire Protection 
District responded to Calumet Park for a house 
fire. Truck 1 was used to provide and elevated 
stream to knock down the fire.  Afterwards the 
company assisted in overhaul, search of hidden 
fire, and other activities. Truck 1 was one of 
many companies that assisted Calumet Park that 
day.  
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FIRE & LIFE SAFETY 

 

 


